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by the time Mrs. Besant returned from her European and
American tour of that year.

Lord Curzon230 was the Viceroy, and among his many wise
and unwise acts was the partition of Bengal. At that time it
created a tremendous furore ; and on October 16, the date
on which it was effected, Hindu Bengalis all over the country
decided to observe a day of mourning. They declared a
boycott of British goods and encouraged the use of Swadeshi
articles. They regarded this move^31 as a clever device on
the part of an extraordinarily intelligent Viceroy for cutting
the Hindu Bengal intelligentsia into two, and favouring
Muslims at their expense. Sir Bamfylde Fuller331, the first
Lieutenant-Governor233 of the then newly-formed province
of East Bengal, openly said : " \ am like a man wifch two
wives ; one Hindu and one Muslim ; if the first is unkind,
I favour the other". He became very unpopular. Soon
afterwards the story went round that Sir Bamfylde greeted
some Indian students at a party in London and introduced
himself to them. One of them mischievously called out
loudly : " Are you the man with two wives, a Hindu and a
Muslim "? No wonder the whole hall looked aghast and
crowded round with amazed inquiries. The very circum-
stances in which Sir Bamfylde came to hold his office made
him unpopular without any fault of his own. Something
happened besides the adumbration of this doctrine of
" political bigamy", because of which Sir Bamfylde resigned,
and his resignation was immediately accepted by Lord
Morley233, the then Secretary of State.

The partition was annulled in 1912 by a proclamation to
that effect of His Majesty King George V when he came to